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the fullest possible consideration of the feelings of those
I met on my way, and I trust that, if unwittingly I have
caused offence, it will be believed that no offence was
intended. On the contrary, I appreciate keenly the
patience and courtesy shown by all concerned in answer-
ing my innumerable questions. A word of special
gratitude is due to my old colleague, Mr. C. F. Strick-
land, I.C.S. (retired), who was good enough to read
the first two parts of the book. I am also under obliga-
tion to the Librarian of the India Office for placing at
my disposal the many official publications that had to
be consulted while the book was under preparation.
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